


$800; ons horse, $100; 300 cattle,
$2,100, and ox at $70.” _
Other receipts showed that Mrs.
George dutifully paid a $29.05 war tax
in 1861 and purchased a $200 Confed-
erate bend in 1884 to help the South
during the Civil War, Then, aiter the
war ended, she was forced to pay an
08,40 “‘insurrection tax’
backed up by victorious Union troops.

MRS. GEORGE was a remarkable
woman.

Her parents wers the wealthy own-
ers of a Kentucky plantation and,
when she married Fleming George in
1828, they gave the couple *50 slaves
and their children” as a wedding pres-
ent. His parents provided the same
number,

While his wife remained at home,
George traveled through thé South
with a trusted slave and purchased
land for 50c an acre. He also invested
heavily in cattle and hogs.

George  kept h}s accounts in a

to acollector

JoBl&ck . . . looking over some of te old documents.

The slave, who remained with the
family until his death, although of-
fered his freedom, returned from an
1842 trip with sad news. His master
had been slain by robbers in Arkan-
sas,

Creditors  converged on Mrs.
Geoprge and seized most of her prop-
erty. Almost destitute, the courageous
widow decided to leave Kentucky on
an arduous journey to the land which
her husband had purchased in North-
east Texas.

“To pay for a ferry ride, she was
forced to sell a treasured gold chain
which her husband had given Eliza
Jane, their 8-year-old daughter.

Then, wheri her journey ended,
Mrs. George found herself ensnarled
in a bitter court battle over the Texas

Jand. Tt ended with a court holding

that -she and her children could live
on the land,

THE CONTENTS of the trunk in-

oy udsd o, later ibith C. D Geo

spent s final

tle. Written from “Camp Roan ngdr
Fort Smith,” the letter was dated
Dec. 23, 1862, and told of the hards
ships of Confederate soldiers huddled

together in the woods of Arkansas,

C. D. asked Eliza Jane to urge an-
other brother, Martin, to remain home
as long as possible instead of volun-
teering for military duty.

“There is no fun in the anmy,”" he
wrote. _

Then the soldier described his long-
ing for home with Christmas only two
days away.

“I should like very much to be
home Christmas, but I cannot,” he
told his sister. “I ‘do mnot know
whether I shall be at home anymom
before the war ends.”

Did C. D. George sumve thewar
and finally reach his home again?Or
did he die in another of its battles?

Black checked old records and- Io-
cated a relative while seeking the an-
swer. He learned that George did re-
join his tam{fly @:&ljﬁmﬂ manma!:, ﬁﬁl‘
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